TRAVELLING   IN   THE   DESERT

while no European doctor was in the city, but after
our arrival I am afraid her income was considerably
lessened. Upon our departure from Mosul I imagine
she again started her lucrative profession of grinding
money out of the poor, for we heard not long ago
that she had been stabbed five times while walking
in the streets one evening.

Robberies are very common in Mosul. Almost
every evening may be heard on all hands sounds of
shooting, telling of houses being visited by robbers.
Fortunately, so far, they have not favoured us with a
visit, and I sincerely hope they never will. One even-
ing we were sitting quietly in the verandah when a
woman came rushing in from the women's hospital
compound, saying that there were three men on
the roof. We all rushed out, armed with anything
we could lay hands on, and made a dash for the roof
on which the men had been seen, but no sign of
them could be found. One of our servants climbed
on to the top of the wall connecting our house with
our neighbour's, flashing his lantern all round in his
endeavours to see any trace of the supposed thieves.
Excited voices were at once heard asking " Who is
there ? " " Why do you throw a light here ? " &c. ;
and the lantern-bearer found to his horror that he
was illuminating with his lamp the whole of the
hareem of our next-door neighbour, who were all
sleeping on the roof, the time being summer. His
descent was much quicker than his ascent, as he was
in deadly fear of being shot by the irate owner of
the hareem.

As a rule thieves only think it worth while to go
after gold.    Silver is not accounted of any value in